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We would like to extend our sincere 
thanks to everyone who supported 
our Milford House Fund campaign. 
Whether you made a donation or liked 
and shared our posts on Facebook 
and Instagram, your support will help 
us preserve and maintain the historic 
Milford House, home of the Italian 
Cultural & Community Center, for 
generations to come.

We would like to specifically recognize 
The Texas Historical Foundation for 
their generous donation to support 
the renovation and maintenance 
of the house. For almost 70 years, 
the mission of the Texas Historical 
Foundation (THF) has been to preserve 
Texas history. That includes conserving 
artifacts, restoring buildings, archiving 
documents, gathering and sharing 
stories, and safeguarding Lone Star 

culture. We are honored that the 
Milford House, which celebrated its 
100th anniversary in 2023, has been 
recognized by the Texas Historical 
Foundation as an important piece of 
Texas history. To stay abreast of the 
latest news from THF, we encourage 
you to subscribe to their newsletter.

We would also like to thank the Albert & 
Ethel Herzstein Charitable Foundation 
for their continued support of the 
Italian Cultural & Community Center's 
Milford House Fund. To read more 
about the important work that the 
Albert & Ethel Herzstein Foundation 
does, click here.

ICCC is proud to call the Milford 
House our home. Thousands of 
Houstonians visit the house each year 
— for ICCC events as well as private 

parties, weddings, and graduation 
celebrations. The Milford House is more 
than just a house; it is the backdrop for 
millions of happy memories. We hope 
that in 2023 you made some wonderful 
memories at the Milford House. Here's 
to many more in 2024!

We have a fantastic lineup of programs 
to kick off the new year. From a new 
art history lecture series exploring 
Veneto and Southern Italy to our 
Italian Contemporary Film Series, a 
wide range of language classes to our 
Aperitivo Italiano, there is something 
for everyone. 

Read on to explore our calendar of 
events, and be sure to follow us on 
Eventbrite to be notified as soon as 
new events are announced.

by the ICCC Teamby the ICCC Team
Grazie Mille for Your Support!Grazie Mille for Your Support!

http://www.iccchouston.com
https://texashistoricalfoundation.org/news-events/newsletter.html
https://herzsteinfoundation.org/
https://www.eventbrite.com/o/italian-cultural-amp-community-center-291760124
https://www.eventbrite.com/o/italian-cultural-amp-community-center-291760124
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Welcome to 2024 at ICCC.  I’m very 
enthusiastic about this year’s Board 
of Directors, who start on January 1, 
but before I talk about them, I want 
to extend a heartfelt and inadequate 
“thanks for everything” to Jerry 
Baiamonte, who is retiring from 
the Board.  Jerry has given years of 
invaluable service to the ICCC as a 
board member, committee chair and 
past president, and is now stepping 
away from the Board into a well-
deserved retirement. Note, I didn’t say 
he is retiring from ICCC, he is retiring 
from the Board.  He has promised me 
that he will still volunteer, participate, 
and continue to provide wise counsel 
to me as he has always done with 
grace and a generous spirit.  Grazie 
mille, caro amico.  Happy trails to you…
but please don’t go too far.   

Elected to the board for a second 
three-year term are Julie Mastroianni 
(Property) and Flavio Zannin 
(Secretary).  Laura Ferro (Finance), 
who has already completed one three-
year term has accepted a one-year 
appointment to finish a board opening 
that resulted from an unexpired term.  
Thank you to Julie, Flavio, and Laura 
for their continuing commitment to 
ICCC. 

Board members with terms continuing 
in 2024 are Monica Ercolani (Vice 
President), Diane Nizza, Marguerite 
Gabriele, Sandra Celli Harris, Angel 
Muñoz, and me. 

A new group of talented individuals  
step into board roles on January 
1:  Robert Anthony Gerace, Kim 
Lammers and Kip Mankenberg.  This 
trio has a passion for Italian culture 
and have committed to leadership 
roles to help deliver ICCC’s mission 
to advance, celebrate and preserve 
Italian culture.   How lucky we are to 
have this “A” team to serve our center!  
Each of these talented individuals 
brings a unique set of skills to impact 
an ever-improving ICCC experience 
for everyone the organization touches.  
Un caloroso benvenuto a Robert, Kim, 
and Kip and welcome back to Monica, 
Diane, Marguerite, Sandra, Julie, Flavio, 
Angel, and Laura. 

The searing ceiling-catastrophe is 
behind us.  For most small non-profits 
like ICCC, this calamity would have 
been the end.  Finito.  How did ICCC 
survive such an event?  We had years of 
cautious stewardship of our resources 
carefully managing expenses while 
improving quality.  We had a creative 
and diligent staff that alchemically 
kept things going at the Center 
against huge obstacles and turned 
the impossible into the possible.   We 
had dedicated board members and 
volunteers who stepped up to help in a 

very dark moment.  We had generous 
donors like you who recognized the 
enormity of the catastrophe and 
helped by giving extra.  Believe me, it 
took an entire village to get through 
this.  You are part of that village. 

Things are pretty much back to 
normal at ICCC as we head into 2024 
with a new board and a full calendar 
of activities and classes.  As I have said 
many times in this space, please make 
your reservations early. Our events 
sell out quickly.  Upcoming highlights 
include our Aperitivo “Undrunk 
Heroes” on January 30 covering some 
of the lesser-known delicious wines 
from Piedmont and Tuscany, and a 
course on The Wonders of Italian Art 
from Veneto to Southern Italy.

We’ve been through a lot, but  together 
we came through it successfully.  
We’re looking forward to an exciting 
2024 at ICCC, full of interesting things 
to learn and do and fascinating people 
like you, to share the love of Italian 
culture with. 

A presto, 

Claudia Gentile Sims

New ICCC New ICCC 
MembersMembers

Karen Brousseau

Presley Cantu

Dana DuTerroil

Margo Harrison

Kathleen Moreland

Edoardo and Kim Padeletti

Clara Rojas

Mr. John Schillaci

Nicholas Spedale

Vivian Valentine

Rick Vlaha

Christina Wimmer

Benvenuti ! 

The ICCC welcomes the following 
new members and invites them 
to stay engaged with all the 
wonderful programs and events 
the ICCC has to offer. 

For more information about 
becoming a member, click here or 
contact Alessandra Pistone.

2024 ICCC Board of  Directors2024 ICCC Board of  Directors

Claudia Sims
Monica Ercolani

Julie Mastroianni
Kim Lammers
Flavio Zannin

Robert A. Gerace

President
Vice President

Treasurer
Assistant Treasurer

Secretary
Assistant Secretary

Sandra Celli Harris
Laura Ferro

Marguerite Gabriele
Gina Gusemano Leck

Jesus Angelberto Muñoz
Diane Nizza

Kip Mankenburg

OfficersOfficers

Published six times a year (Jan., 
Mar., May, Jul., Sept. and Nov.) by the 

Italian Cultural & Community Center of 
Houston (ICCC).

La Voce ItalianaLa Voce Italiana  is a benefit to ICCC 
members and followers. It can be found 

at www.iccchouston.com

For more information, please 
call 713-524-4222 ext. 4 or email                            

info@iccchouston.com.        ”

“

All'ICCC (At the ICCC)All'ICCC (At the ICCC)
Cari Amici,

ICCC President Claudia Gentile Sims.ICCC President Claudia Gentile Sims.

Board of DirectorsBoard of Directors

http://www.facebook.com/iccchouston
https://www.instagram.com/iccc.houston/
https://twitter.com/ICCCHouston
http://iccchouston.com
http://www.iccchouston.com/membership/
mailto:accounting%40iccchouston.com?subject=
http://www.iccchouston.com
mailto:info%40iccchouston.com?subject=
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We would like to take a moment to
acknowledge our Friends of the ICCC 
members, Patron members and our 
Lifetime members. We are incredibly 
thankful for your support!

Friends of the ICCC MembersFriends of the ICCC Members
Mr. Roberto Pensotti
Mrs. Dominique Varner
Ms. Sandra Celli Harris
Mr. and Mrs. Bill Brown

Patron of the ICCC MembersPatron of the ICCC Members
Edoardo and Kim PadelettiEdoardo and Kim Padeletti

ICCC Individual or Family Lifetime ICCC Individual or Family Lifetime 
MembersMembers
Ms. Caroline Whitmore-Knotts
Mrs. James J. Liuzza
Mr.and Mrs. Kenneth Aspromonte
Mr. Gary DeSerio
Mrs. Vincent Quartaro
Mr.and Mrs. Douglas Meyers
Mr. and Mrs Carmelo  Mauro
Mr. Michael Massa
Mr.and Mrs. Frank A. Mandola

Mr. and Mrs. Alvin Albert
Ms. Cynthia L. Tybor
Ms. Barbara Barcelona
Mr. and Mrs. William Sinacori
Mr. and Mrs. Giorgio Borlenghi
Mr. Nick Ferrantino
Mr. and Mrs. Alfred J. Fatica
Mr. and  Mrs. Vincent Guariglia
Miss Barbara Teague
Mr. and Mrs. J. Hunter Todd
Mr. Christopher Parkerson
Mr. Robert Tucci
Ms. Kathryn Kase
Mr. and Mrs. John Bannon
Dr. Joe Caruso
Ms. Katia Lieber Scopinich
Elin B. Berg
Jackie Leone
Rosario Harter

New members are always welcome! 
We offer six different memberships, 
all of which include amazing benefits. 
Click here to learn more.

Friends of the ICCC members receive 
discounts on our language school 
classes, special member prices for 
most events, discounts on Milford 
House rentals, free admission for two 
movie screenings, free admission for 
two lectures, and recognition in La 
Voce Italiana for one year.

Patron of the ICCC members receive 
exclusive benefits, such as discounts 
on our language classes, discounts on 
Milford House rentals, free admission 
for two movie screenings and two 
lectures, complimentary seats (2) to 
one of our Aperitivo Italiano wine
tasting events, and recognition in La 
Voce Italiana for one year.

ICCC Lifetime Members get the ulti-
mate exclusive perks we offer. Click 
here or call the Center at 713-524-4222 
ext. 6 for more information. 

by the ICCC Teamby the ICCC Team
We Appreciate Our Members in These Special Categories!We Appreciate Our Members in These Special Categories!

Rent the Milford House for Your Upcoming EventRent the Milford House for Your Upcoming Event

Elegant, versatile, and affordable, the 
Milford House is suited for a wide range 
of events, from casual celebrations 
to formal receptions.  Located in the 
charming Museum District, the Milford 
House is listed in the National Register 
of Historic Places and is a designated 
City of Houston Landmark. In 2023, 
the Milford House celebrated its 100th 
anniversary.

This  architectural beauty was 
designed by renowned Houston 
architect William Ward Watkin, most 
famous for his work on the Miller 
Outdoor Theater and the original 
Museum of Fine Arts building. Watkin 
is also credited with founding the 
Architecture Department of Rice 
University in 1912.

The Milford House has space for 
intimate seating as well as a banquet 
hall, which seats up to 120 people. 
There is ample space for musicians 
and dancing, too. There is also an 
attached, fully-equipped commercial 
kitchen. Outside caterers are welcome.

From private parties to corporate 
events, weddings to graduation 
celebrations,  the Milford House has 
hosted many a happy and successful 
event.

Jen L., who held her wedding at 
the Milford House, writes, "We were 
looking for a venue that was cozy 
and comfortable and we were able 
to find this gem. The Milford House 
was wonderful! It was clean, well 
organized, and prepared for us to 

come and set-up. It was also offered at 
a very reasonable price."
Call us at 713.524.4222 ext. 6 or email 
accounting@iccchouston.com to 
make an appointment to tour our 
facility, or to reserve the Milford House 
for your upcoming event. 

We are grateful to our friend and
talented photographer Filippo Nenna 
who captured marvelous photos of 
the Milford House. Click here to view 
Filippo's website.

by the ICCC Teamby the ICCC Team
Stylish and sophisticated at an unbeatable value, the Milford House is Houston's best kept secret.

View of the Milford House from the corner of 
Milford Street and Bayard Street.

The sitting room. The Milford House's fully equipped, industrial 
kitchen.

https://www.iccchouston.com/membership/
https://www.iccchouston.com/membership/
https://www.iccchouston.com/membership/
https://www.iccchouston.com/membership/
https://www.filnenna.com/
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ICCC Clubs and OrganizationsICCC Clubs and Organizations

It has been a very busy time during 
the Holiday Season for the Daughters 
of Italian Heritage (DOIH). 

Governing Board Meeting: November 
4 found the Officers and Committee 
Chair gathering for our annual 
governing board meeting.  15 Members 
came together to share ideas and 
develop the path for the Daughters in 
2024.

ICCC MASS: November is a very special 
month for the Daughters.  The ICCC 
Mass on November 12 was sponsored 
by the DOIH.  The Daughters helped 
with the planning and participation of 
the celebration of Mass.  Following the 
Mass, the DOIH joined to share in the 
pasta lunch.  

Social Event:  The Annual DOIH 
Christmas Party celebrated in a 
private room at Los Tios was a splendid 
gathering of the Daughters with their 
loved ones.  The Social Committee co-
chaired by Fran Danna, Mary Reynolds 
and Lisa Rivera, out did themselves 
with this Ugly Sweater themed 
celebration of the holidays!  There 
were games, a fashion parade, sweater 
judging, great mingling times and of 
course lots of good food.

Community Outreach:  Members of 
DOIH generously donated during 
this holiday season to provide the 
children of Santa Maria Hostel 
with monetary funds, gift cards, 
sweatshirts and toys. This charity 
is one of Texas’s largest multi-site 
residential and outpatient substance 
use disorder treatment centers for 
women to offer a full continuum of 
services for women who are pregnant 
or parenting, which restore families 
and promote positive life changes.
 

Community Outreach: The Daughters 
stepped up to provide volunteers 
for the Meals on Wheels Program 
coordinated by the Jewish Community 
Center of Houston on December 
13.  The members helped pack non-
perishable food bags for delivery later 
that week

Meetings continue to be full of fun 
filled activities. Members are sharing 
stories of their heritage, learning 
about ancestors' first steps onto U.S. 
soil and building their legacies at 
monthly meetings.  These stories are 
quite interesting and inspiring.  It is 
an amazing passage through Italian 
American history, as well.  Along 
with learning Italian history, Italian 
language lessons are happening at 
the meetings. 

Monthly meetings are on the 2nd 
Saturday of each month at 9:30 a.m. 
at the Italian Cultural & Community 
Center.

If you are interested in attending 
any of our meetings or becoming 
a member, we would love to have 
you!  Contact Donna Patterson at 
pattersondm@hotmail.com  or visit 
our website at www.ciaodiva.org  to 
receive information on upcoming 
meetings.  Blessings to all. 

by Christina Nance/Donna Patterson – Presidentby Christina Nance/Donna Patterson – President
Daughters of Italian Heritage (DOIH)Daughters of Italian Heritage (DOIH)

DOIH members meet for their annual 
governing board meeting.

DOIH members at the Annual DOIH 
Christmas party.

DOIH members at the Annual DOIH 
Christmas party.

DOIH members participate in community 
outreach.

DOIH members pack food bags for the 
Meals and Wheels program.

http://www.facebook.com/iccchouston
https://www.instagram.com/iccc.houston/
https://twitter.com/ICCCHouston
http://iccchouston.com
mailto:pattersondm%40hotmail.com?subject=
http://www.ciaodiva.org
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Congratulations to the Recipient of the Alfonso Ferrantino Scholarship Congratulations to the Recipient of the Alfonso Ferrantino Scholarship 
by the ICCC Teamby the ICCC Team

The Italian Cultural & Community 
Center is proud to announce the 
recipient of the Alfonso Ferrantino 
Scholarship for Italian Studies 
Concentrating in Italian History and/or 
Culture. 

Ariana Victoria Benedict is an 
undergraduate/graduate student at 
Texas A & M working toward a Bachelor 
of Arts in History and minors in Italian 
and Anthropology while at the same 
time working towards her Master of 
Arts in History. 

Ariana’s view is that by choosing to 
study Italian as her foreign language 
it evolved into what she has decided 
to pursue for her graduate studies. 
Italian as a foreign language also best 
supports her interests in European 
history. Her Italian professors 
encouraged her to pursue her 
Italian studies and gave her a solid 
foundation upon which to build her 
graduate studies. Ariana spent five 
weeks in a Study Abroad program 
with a host family in Florence where 
she was immersed in the language, 

the culture, and the history of the 
region. She has felt privileged to meet 
so many people from different walks 
of life because of her Italian classes 
and her studies in Italy.

As Ariana works toward completion 
of her Bachelor of Arts in History and 
her Master of Arts in History, let us all 
congratulate her and wish her success 
in these exciting endeavors.

My name is Ariana Benedict and I am 
from El Paso, TX. I am in graduate school 
at Texas A&M University in College 
Station and I study Italian history. 
My research focuses on collective 
memory of the Red Brigades in Italy 
and the different forms it takes such 
as a gender or political perspective. I 
also work for a marketing consultancy 
company as the lead assistant and 
create websites, social media content, 
and emails.

I chose to focus on Italian history after 
studying abroad this past summer in 
Florence and completing a minor in 
Italian for my bachelor’s degree. I lived 
with a host family and had an amazing 
experience learning the language, 
history, and culture of Italy. Through 
my marketing skills I lent a hand to 

a cafe in Florence and began to run 
their Instagram account. This was a 
great experience as I was able to find 
a place that welcomed me and my 
friends with open arms and extended 
my marketing skills.

I hope to return to Italy next summer 
to pursue my research and see friends 
I have made.

Upcoming Scholarship DeadlinesUpcoming Scholarship Deadlines
by the ICCC Teamby the ICCC Team

With our spring scholarship deadlines 
just around the corner, it's time to start 
writing! This spring, the ICCC is proud 
to accept applications for three differ-
ent scholarship awards.

For children and grandchildren of 
ICCC members, the ICCC offers annual 
$1,000 renewable scholarships to 
graduating high school seniors who 
are of Italian descent, to any degree 
on either side of parentage, and who 
submit complete applications by the 
specified deadline. Recipients are 
chosen by the Scholarship Committee 
based on scholarship, leadership, 
and financial need. Applications for 

the Merit Based Scholarship must be 
submitted by April 11, 2024 at 5:00 p.m.

Each year, the ICCC also offers the Merit 
Based and Financial Need Scholarship, 
which is open to graduating high 
school seniors of Italian descent. 
Applicants are not required to have 
a family history of ICCC membership 
to be eligible for this award. This 
$1,000 renewable scholarship has an 
application deadline of April 11, 2024 at 
5:00 p.m.

We are also accepting applications 
for our Study Abroad Scholarship. 
Students enrolled full-time at any four-
year college or university, including 
Graduate School and PhD programs, 
with a physical campus location in the 
State of Texas are eligible to apply for 
this $2,500 award. Students enrolled 
full-time at any four-year college or 
university, including Graduate School 
and PhD programs with a physical 
campus location in the United 
States are also eligible to apply if the 
applicant, the applicants’ parents, or 
the applicants’ grandparents have 
been active members of ICCC Houston 
for at least the past two years. Study 

abroad programs should be two weeks 
or more and up to a full semester. 
Because programs vary significantly, 
please contact ICCC if you have any 
questions about whether your study 
abroad program qualifies. The winner 
will be selected based on academic 
performance and submitted essay. 
Awards are contingent upon students' 
acceptance into the study abroad 
program indicated on application. 
Applications for our Study Abroad 
Scholarship are due March 15, 2024 at 
5:00 p.m. 

Applications for all scholarships are 
accepted at the Italian Cultural & 
Community Center by mail, overnight 
delivery, or in-person. Applications will 
not be accepted via email.

For more details about our ICCC 
Scholarships and to download 
application forms, go to www.
iccchouston.com/scholarships/.

A Note from ArianaA Note from Ariana

https://www.iccchouston.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/2024-2025-ICCC-Merit-Based-Scholarship-Application.pdf
https://www.iccchouston.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/2024-2025-ICCC-Financial-Merit-Based-Scholarship-Application.pdf
https://www.iccchouston.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/2024-2025-ICCC-Financial-Merit-Based-Scholarship-Application.pdf
https://www.iccchouston.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/11/2024-ICCC-Study-Abroad-Program-Application-March-15-2024-.pdf
http://www.iccchouston.com/scholarships/
http://www.iccchouston.com/scholarships/
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ITALIAN
CONTEMPORARY
FILM SERIES

Like Sheep Among Wolves (Come pecore in mezzo ai lupi) 
January 17 at 7:00 p.m. 

Two siblings that haven’t seen each other in years find themselves involved in the 
same heist on opposite sides of the barricade: she as a police officer, he as a 
criminal. Old wounds will resurface, and the pair will have to make choices that 
seriously jeopardize their goals.

Lubo
February 21 at 7:00 p.m.

Franz Rogowski delivers a heart wrenching performance as Lubo, a humble street 
performer in World War II-era Switzerland. When Lubo’s wife is killed in her 
attempt to stop the gendarmes from taking away their three small children, who, 
as Jenisch, have been removed from their family as part of the national program 
of re-education, Lubo sets out to find his children and exact his revenge.

The Best Century of My Life (Il più bel secolo della mia vita)
February 21 at 7:00 p.m.

This heartwarming comedy tells the story of 34-year-old Giovanni and centenarian 
Gustavo, both adopted, and their search to find their biological parents.

Gospel According to Mary (Il vangelo secondo Maria)
April 17 at 7:00 p.m.

Maria lives in Nazareth. She loves stories, but as a young woman, she is forbidden 
from learning to read or write. Instead, she listens enthusiastically to the prophets 
in the synagogue and dreams of freedom, knowledge, adventure, and escape. 
Paolo Zucca’s Il vangelo secondo Maria portrays the titular character no longer as 
spectator, but as a courageous architect of her own existence.

The Beautiful Summer (La bella estate)
May 15 at 7:00 p.m.

In this coming-of-age tale set in 1938, Ginia, on the cusp of adulthood, has just 
moved from the Italian countryside to the city of Turin. Despite growing tensions 
and the threat of war, Ginia’s future seems to offer her endless possibilities. She 
soon befriends the provocative and sensuous Amelia, who introduces her to the 
city’s bohemian quarters. Over the course of the summer, Ginia musters the 
courage to be truly herself and surrenders to her first great love.

The Italian Cultural & Community Center is delighted to bring the latest in 
Italian cinema to the city of Houston. Buy tickets online using the QR code. 

https://www.facebook.com/iccchouston
https://www.instagram.com/iccc.houston/
https://twitter.com/ICCCHouston
http://www.iccchouston.com
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/2024-italian-contemporary-film-series-tickets-777092894767?aff=LaVoce
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Festa della BefanaFesta della Befana
Bring your family and learn about a cherished Italian tradition. 
We’ll be paid a visit by la Befana, who will bring sweets for the 
children in attendance.

La Befana is an old, kind woman who flies by broomstick on the 
eve of Epiphany. She brings sweets and candies for children who 
have been good, or a lump of coal for those who have been bad. 
According to the legend, the three wise men asked her to come 
with them to bring gifts to baby Jesus. La Befana declined, saying 
she was too busy with her housework. When she changed her 
mind, she searched far and wide trying to find the wise men and 
the baby Jesus, but to no avail. To this day, she is still searching for 
the little baby, and she flies on her broomstick and brings treats to 
children each year on Three Kings’ Day, or Epiphany.

Date: Sunday, January 7 | 3:00 to 4:30 p.m.
Price: Free, but registration is required.
Place: ICCC Houston 

Italian for Travelers Class (Online)Italian for Travelers Class (Online)
Planning a trip to Italy? You need to take our Italian for Travelers 
class! In this introductory, online class, you'll learn essential words 
and phrases that will help you get around Italy with confidence. 
This course will focus on how to approach people and ask simple 
questions while touring the city, dining out, shopping, and more. 
Designed for beginner-level speakers, this course is perfect for 
those who want to acquire basic communication skills.

Dates: Mondays, January 15 to February 19 |  6:30 to 8:30 p.m.
Price: $247.50 ICCC Members and $275 Non-members 
Place: Online via Zoom

Film Screening: Like Sheep Among WolvesFilm Screening: Like Sheep Among Wolves
The Italian Cultural & Community Center is so excited to bring the 
latest in Italian cinema to Houston. We have a fantastic lineup of 

films, beginning with Lyda Patitucci's Like Sheep Among Wolves 
(Come pecore in mezzo ai lupi) showing on January 17 at 7:00 p.m.
This compelling crime drama tells the tale of two estranged siblings 
who find themselves involved in the same heist on opposite 
sides of the barricade: she as a police officer, he as a criminal. Old 
wounds will resurface, and the pair will have to make choices that 
seriously jeopardize their goals.

Date: Wednesday, January 17 | 7:00 p.m.
Price: $10 ICCC Members and $15 Non-members 
Place: ICCC Houston

Italian for Beginners - A1S1 (Online)Italian for Beginners - A1S1 (Online)
No Italian? No problem! Register for our online Italian for Beginners 
class and take the first step in a journey to establish strong 
foundational skills in Italian grammar and vocabulary.

Dates: Mondays, January 29 to March 11 |  6:30 to 8:30 p.m.
Price: $202.50 ICCC Members and $225 Non-members 
Place: Online via Zoom

Aperitivo ItalianoAperitivo Italiano: Undrunk Heroes: Undrunk Heroes
We're all familiar with Piedmont and Tuscany as Italy's most 
renowned destinations for wine lovers, but the richness of these 
regions still leaves ample room for discovery. Don't get us wrong; 
we love a good bottle of Barolo or Brunello di Montalcino as 
much as the next person, but why stop there? Let's taste our way 
through Italy to explore gli insospettabili, the unexpected delights, 
the undrunk heroes. We are pleased to welcome Niccolò "Nick" 
Saltarelli of Ethica Wines as our presenter for what is sure to be 
una serata fantastica.

Time: Tuesday, January 30 | 7:00 to 8:00 p.m.
Price: $30 ICCC Members and $35 Non-members 
Place: ICCC Houston
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https://www.eventbrite.com/e/festa-della-befana-2024-tickets-753405475057?aff=LVI
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The Wonders of Italian ArtThe Wonders of Italian Art
Following the popularity of our Journey into Italian Art and The 
Meaning Behind the Masterpieces lectures, we are thrilled to 
welcome back Francesca Lanza for a new, four-part art history 
lecture series. Join us at the Italian Cultural & Community Center 
for The Wonders of Italian Art: Veneto and Southern Italy.

Dates: Mondays, February 5 to February 26 |  6:30 to 8:00 p.m.
Price: $100 Members and $125 Non-members 
Place: ICCC Houston 

Italian Conversation Class: Intermediate/Advanced Italian Conversation Class: Intermediate/Advanced 
(Online)(Online)
Practice your Italian conversational skills with us! Master 
Italy's lyrical language in a small group class designed 
for intermediate to advanced speakers. This fun, online 
class will help you speak Italian with confidence. 
Knowledge of Italian to a complete A2 level is required. If you are 
not sure about your level, please call (713) 524-4222 ext. 7.

Dates: Thursdays, February 8 to February 29 |  6:30 to 8:30 p.m.
Price: $120 ICCC Members and $135 Non-members 
Place: Online via Zoom

Italian for Beginners - A1S1 (In-person)Italian for Beginners - A1S1 (In-person)
If online courses aren't your cup of tea, register for our in-person 
Italian for Beginners class and take the first step in a journey 
to establish strong foundational skills in Italian grammar and 
vocabulary. Space is limited, so register now!

Dates: Thursdays February 8 to March 28 |  9:00 to 11:00 a.m.
Price: $202.50 ICCC Members and $225 Non-members 
Place: ICCC Houston

Film Screening: LuboFilm Screening: Lubo
Franz Rogowski delivers a heart wrenching and magnetic 
performance as Lubo, a humble and impish street performer in 
the Grisons canton of Switzerland. The year is 1939, and Lubo is 
conscripted by the Swiss army to defend the country’s borders. 
Soon after, he learns that his wife has been killed in her attempt to 
stop the gendarmes from taking away their three small children, 
who, as Jenisch, have been removed from their family as part of 
the national program of re-education for “children of the road” 
(Hilfswerk für die Kinder der Landstrasse). So begins Lubo’s 
decades long quest to find his children and exact his revenge.

Date: Wednesday, February 21 | 7:00 p.m.
Price: $10 ICCC Members and $15 Non-members 
Place: ICCC Houston
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https://www.eventbrite.com/e/the-wonders-of-italian-art-veneto-and-southern-italy-tickets-774016112027?aff=LVI
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/the-wonders-of-italian-art-veneto-and-southern-italy-tickets-774016112027?aff=LVI
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/the-wonders-of-italian-art-veneto-and-southern-italy-tickets-774016112027?aff=LVI
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/italian-for-beginners-a1s1-tickets-764141025377?aff=LaVoce
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/italian-for-beginners-a1s1-tickets-764141025377?aff=LaVoce
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/italian-for-beginners-a1s1-tickets-764141025377?aff=LaVoce
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/italian-conversation-class-intermediateadvanced-level-online-tickets-779514497847?aff=LaVoce
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/italian-conversation-class-intermediateadvanced-level-online-tickets-779514497847?aff=LaVoce
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/italian-conversation-class-intermediateadvanced-level-online-tickets-779514497847?aff=LaVoce
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/italian-conversation-class-intermediateadvanced-level-online-tickets-779514497847?aff=LaVoce
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/2024-italian-contemporary-film-series-tickets-777092894767?aff=LaVoce
https://www.facebook.com/iccchouston
https://www.instagram.com/iccc.houston/
https://twitter.com/ICCCHouston
http://www.iccchouston.com


La Voce Italiana      La Voce Italiana      Volume Volume XXXII,XXXII, N Noo 1      1     gennaio - febbraiogennaio - febbraio  20242024      Eventi      Eventi

The Italian Cultural & Community Center of Houston  |  1101 Milford Street, Houston, Texas 77006  |  99

Event Spotlight: New Opera History Lecture Series with Buck RossEvent Spotlight: New Opera History Lecture Series with Buck Ross

Following the popularity of our 
Journey into Italian Art and The 
Meaning Behind the Masterpieces 
lectures, we are delighted to host 
art historian (and ICCC language 

instructor) Francesca Lanza for a new, 
four-part art history lecture series. Join 
us at the Italian Cultural & Community 
Center for The Wonders of Italian 
Art: Veneto and Southern Italy, 
starting Monday, February 5, 2024. 

Over four, hour-and-a-half classes, 
this course will explore the incredible 
treasures and hidden gems of Veneto 
and Southern Italy—areas with rich 
histories of trade, exploration, and 
colonization that forged unique styles 
of art. We will examine the most 
significant artworks, monuments, 
castles, palaces, and villas along the 
way.
 
The first two classes will focus on the 
masterpieces of the Veneto region, 

as well as its most famous artists and 
architects: Tiziano, Tintoretto, and 
Palladio, to name a few. Over the 
following two classes, we will turn 
our gaze southward to the vibrant 
artistic traditions of Campania, Puglia, 
and Sicily. From Naples to Palermo, 
passing through Puglia with its 
magnificent castles and churches, 
we will explore ancient mosaics 
and temples, as well as examples 
of Byzantine and Baroque art and 
architecture.

Tickets start at $100 for ICCC 
Members and are available through 
Eventbrite. 

by the ICCC Teamby the ICCC Team

A bit of history, a bit of gossip, a lot 
of music, and no homework! We are 
delighted to welcome Buck Ross, 
founder of the Moores Opera Center 
at the University of Houston, back 
to the Italian Cultural & Community 
Center for an all new lecture series on 
the history of opera. Those of you who 
took our Brief History of Opera course 
in 2023 will be familiar with Mr. Ross's 
witty commentary and impressive 
knowledge of music history.

Buck Ross, Professor Emeritus at the 
University of Houston, was founder 
and director of the Moores Opera 
Center for 37 years from 1985-2022 
where he produced and directed 

over 140 operas. Under him the 
program grew to be one of the largest 
university opera production programs 
in the country. Mr. Ross holds the 
distinction of having directed more 
operas in Houston than anyone in the 
history of the city. A longtime student 
of Italian at the Italian Cultural and 
Community Center, he has also 
previously taught several popular 
opera courses for the ICCC.
 
Mr. Ross's upcoming course will focus 
on the life and works of Giacomo 
Puccini, composer of some of the 
most popular operas in the standard 
repertoire such as La bohème, 
Tosca, and Madama Butterfly. The 

class will survey all of his operas and 
explore how they intersected with his 
personal life.
 
Whether you're familiar with Puccini's 
work or completely new to the opera 
world, we welcome you to join us this 
March for Puccini: His Life and Works.
The course will meet every Monday 
in March from 7:00 to 8:30 p.m. at the 
Italian Cultural & Community Center.

Tickets are available now starting 
at $100 for ICCC members through 
Eventbrite. Register now; space is 
limited, and Mr. Ross's classes are 
always popular! 

Mondays, 7:00 - 8:30 p.m.
March 4 - 25, 2024

Puccini
His Life and Works

WITH LECTURER BUCK ROSS

Event Spotlight: The Wonders of Italian ArtEvent Spotlight: The Wonders of Italian Art
by the ICCC Teamby the ICCC Team

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/the-wonders-of-italian-art-veneto-and-southern-italy-tickets-774016112027?aff=LVI
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/puccini-his-life-and-works-tickets-777944973357?aff=LVI


CARNIVALS OF ITALY — PART ICARNIVALS OF ITALY — PART I
by by Italics MagazineItalics Magazine

The word Carnival comes from Latin, 
meaning “meat,” which is removed 
from the banquet which took place on 
Shrove Tuesday (Mardi Gras), the last 
day before the abstinence period of 
Lent, beginning with Ash Wednesday. 
But Carnival has ancient origins, 
referring to the Greek Dionysian or 
the Roman Saturnalia festivals. It is 
a ritual that has characterized the 
Indo-European and Mesopotamian 
people, influencing the Christian 
religion and the Western European 
culture, from the Middle Ages to 
present day. Carnival is closely linked 
to the cosmos, to its destruction and 
its recreation, in a magical cycle in 
which the social order is overturned. 
And then spirits and masks appear, 
filling the streets and circulating 
freely between heaven, earth and 
the underworld. Shakespeare himself 
wrote in The Merchant of Venice that 
“the world is a stage where every man 
must play a part,” and Carnival has 
been — through the centuries — the 
best moment to go on stage. Might 
there be a better stage than Italy for 
it? You already know the answer. It’s 
no.

Carnival of Venice

The Carnival of Venice is among the 
oldest and most popular Carnivals 
around the world. Its origin dates 
all the way back to 1094, when the 
Doge (the chief of the then Republic 
of Venice) Vitale Falier mentioned the 
word Carnival in a document. Since 
1296, the Carnival of Venice has been 
officially declared a public holiday by 
the Senate, with the aim of granting 
Venetian citizens a period dedicated 
to pure fun, considering the strict rules 
about the morality and public policy 
under the Republic.

The Carnival represented — 
especially for the humblest classes 
— an opportunity to have fun without 
worrying about social conditions 
and roles. Indeed, thanks to the 
anonymity ensured by the masks, the 
people could dance and celebrate the 
Carnival without limits, even being 
able to mock and make jokes about 
the aristocracy publicly, which was 
the leading authority in the city. The 
evocative stage of the city of Venice — 
that inspired artists all over the world 
— made the Carnival’s atmosphere 
magical and attracted more and 
more foreigners, wearing masks ever 
more beautiful and colored. The Bauta 
soon became the typical Venetian 
mask, designed to enable the wearer 
to drink and eat without having to 
remove it, therefore preserving their 
anonymity and allowing them to 
enjoy the festival.

The Carnival of Venice reached its 
height in the 1700s, when it lasted 
from Christmas all the way through 
to the beginning of Lent. This was 
also the time of Giacomo Casanova’s 
adventures in the city. He is still 
considered a male icon for seduction. 
The Carnival of Venice experienced 
only one period of being banned, but 
it was long. It happened with the fall 
of the Republic of Venice in 1797, when 
it went under the control of Napoleon 
Bonaparte and forbade the Carnival’s 
celebrations and use of masks. The 
biggest fear by the new rulers was 
that the Carnival could be an event 
for disorder and rebellions in the city 
and represented their independence 

which no longer remained. Venice 
was then annexed to the Kingdom of 
Italy in 1866, but for about a century 
— also because of both world wars — 
the Carnival did not return.

Only in 1979, thanks to citizens’ groups 
and the City Council, the Carnival 
of Venice was restored to his former 
glory, becoming the only attraction 
of its kind worldwide. Besides, where 
else can you find a location like Piazza 
San Marco? Right in this magnificent 
square, every year “The Flight of the 
Angel” takes place, which coincides 
with the first Carnival Sunday and 
officially marks the beginning of 
the celebrations. “The Flight of the 
Angel” is when a brave masked artist 
descends from the San Marco bell 
tower to the foot of the Doge’s Palace, 
by a suspended rope, a tradition 
that has been going on for hundreds 
years and started almost by accident 
through a performance by a young 
Turkish acrobat in the mid-sixteenth 
century, only a few years before the 
famous Battle of Lepanto.

To read more, click here.

A woman shows off her Carnevale di Venezia 
costume.

Shakespeare wrote in The Merchant of Venice that “the world is a stage where every man must play a part,” and Carnival 
has always been the best moment to go on stage. Might there be a better stage than Italy for it?
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Venice, Italy.

Venice, Italy.
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In Cucina con gli ItalianiIn Cucina con gli Italiani

IngredientsIngredients

4 lamb shanks (about 500g each) 4 lamb shanks (about 500g each) 
1 small onion, peeled1 small onion, peeled
1 small carrot, peeled1 small carrot, peeled
½ half stalk celery½ half stalk celery
¼ cup extra virgin olive oil ¼ cup extra virgin olive oil 
4 cardamom pods, crushed 4 cardamom pods, crushed 
1 stalk rosemary1 stalk rosemary
2 small bay leaves2 small bay leaves
1 carob pod 1 carob pod 
2/3 cup red wine2/3 cup red wine
½ cup port½ cup port
3 tablespoons tomato concentrate3 tablespoons tomato concentrate
2 cups tinned chickpeas, drained (about 1 and a ½ tins)2 cups tinned chickpeas, drained (about 1 and a ½ tins)

PreparationPreparation

Finely dice the onions, carrots and celery and place in a 
large heavy bottomed lidded saucepan with the extra virgin 
olive oil. Cook about ten minutes on low to medium heat 
until the onions are translucent. Add the lamb shanks and 
turn the heat up to medium, browning them on all sides for 
about 5 minutes. Add the crushed cardamom pods, carob 
pod (broken into several pieces), bay leaf and rosemary 
stalk. Stir though then add the red wine, the port and the 
tomato concentrate dissolved in a couple of tablespoons of 
boiling water. Stir and then cover the pot with a lid. 

Allow the lamb shanks to simmer for about an hour on low 
heat, turning them over regularly. After an hour add the 
chick peas, stir and then cover the pan, allowing the dish 
to simmer for another half an hour until the lamb is cooked 
through, making sure you turn the shanks over every now 
and then. Taste and adjust for salt then serve. 

Lamb Shanks Braised in Red WineLamb Shanks Braised in Red Wine
Recipe by Recipe by Paola BacchiaPaola Bacchia

Pair it with Fattoria le Pupille Morellino di Scansano Riserva DOCGPair it with Fattoria le Pupille Morellino di Scansano Riserva DOCG
by the ICCC Teamby the ICCC Team

Fattorie le Pupille winery is situated 
in the heart of the Maremma wine 
region in Tuscany, inland from but 
in view of the Tyrrhenian Coast. It 
was in the mid-1980s that Elisabetta 
Geppetti, only 20 years old at the time, 
inherited Fattoria Le Pupille from her 
father-in-law, who wasn’t interested 
in winemaking. Today, 30 years later, 
Elisabetta's daughter Clara has also 
joined the winery team, representing 
the second generation of women to 
manage one of Italy's most famous 
wineries. Elisabetta, also known as 
"Signora del Morellino," is widely 
considered the woman who put 
Morellino di Scansano on the map.

Intensely ruby red in color, Fattoria 
le Pupille's Morellino di Scansano 
Riserva is made from 90% Sangiovese, 
10% Cabarnet Sauvignon grapes. Its 
aromas are those of red fruits, out
of which Marasca cherry, typical of

Sangiovese, stands out. On the 
palate, the wine has a well developed 
spiciness and balsamic notes, a result 
of its aging process in large wooden 
barrels.  The tannins’ refinement 
balances the softness, making the 
wine harmonious and pleasantly 
persistent.

It pairs perfectly with first courses 
based with elaborated sauces, read 
meats and game, as well as with aged 
cheeses and mustards.

This wine will be on the menu for our 
Aperitivo Italiano: Undrunk Heroes. 
Buy tickets now and taste this fantas-
tic wine, plus more hidden gems from 
Piedmont and Tuscany, at the Italian 
Cultural & Community Center on Tues-
day, January 30 at 7:00 p.m.
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https://www.italyonmymind.com.au/recipes/lamb-shanks-braised-in-red-wine
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/aperitivo-italiano-undrunk-heroes-tickets-774026543227?aff=LV
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The ICCC thanks all the sponsors for supporting The ICCC thanks all the sponsors for supporting La La 
Voce ItalianaVoce Italiana. For more information on sponsorships, . For more information on sponsorships, 

please email please email marketing@iccchouston.commarketing@iccchouston.com..

La Voce Italiana TeamLa Voce Italiana Team

ICCC Staff DirectoryICCC Staff Directory

Erika Myers Erika Myers 
Executive Director 
713-524-4222 ext. 7 

emyers@iccchouston.com

Alessandra Pistone Alessandra Pistone 
Business Director 

713-524-4222 ext. 6 
apistone@iccchouston.com

School School 
713-524-4222 ext. 2 

school@iccchouston.com

Ray Miller Ray Miller 
Executive Director Emeritus 

713-524-4222 ext. 3 
rmiller@iccchouston.com

Tayleigh Greene Tayleigh Greene 
Marketing and Communication Coordinator 

713-524-4222 ext. 4 
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We mark our achievements with pride and promise to continue improving the Italian Cultural & Community We mark our achievements with pride and promise to continue improving the Italian Cultural & Community 
Center (ICCC) as we fulf ill our mission to advance, celebrate, and preserve Italian culture for all Houstonians. Center (ICCC) as we fulf ill our mission to advance, celebrate, and preserve Italian culture for all Houstonians. 

We thank you for your continued support. We thank you for your continued support. 

Thank you to the following donors for supporting the ICCC.Thank you to the following donors for supporting the ICCC.
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