
“The book is and will remain a smart 
object” Gemma Trevisani said. 

When she says it, she sits still against a 
white wall like a portrait of other times. 
Her language is refined, and her 
answers make you wait long seconds 
after the questions. Gemma Trevisani 
loves innovation but not necessarily 
fashions. Thus, she monolithically 
replies to the prophets of the e-book. 
"I think that the paper book will 
never disappear. It is something you 
cannot break. It never runs out of 
juice,” Trevisani said. “Of course, 
having an entire library in one 
device is priceless. However, when I 
was scouting books for teenagers, I 
was surprised to discover that even 
the youngest generation prefers a 
paper book. After all, everything else 
is showcased through screens. If the 
book can remain a different thing, let’s 
keep it different.” 

Believe it or not, these are the words of 
Trevisani who has been reading 
"bundles of printed paper" for at least 
a decade. She started while she was 
studying at her university. At that time, 
her job was "the most beautiful in the 
world” as an editor. She has been head 
of one of the most important Italian 
publishing houses, the Italian Fiction 
for Rizzoli Libri, since November.

Gemma, when did your career in the Gemma, when did your career in the 
publishing sector begin?publishing sector begin?

“I started with Rizzoli as a reader. I was 
still studying at my university. At that 
time, I was working my way up the 
ladder: from reader to intern and 
junior editor to editor. As a reader, you 
tend to read books which won't be 
published. Amidst the many 
proposals, pearls are very rare to find,” 
Trevisani said. “At that time, I was 
working for Michele Rossi. He was an 
editor. He would later become the 
Head of the Italian Fiction unit. Now, 
I've taken his role. For me, with this 
responsibility, everything comes full 
circle, having started in Rizzoli.”

Before going back to Rizzoli, you Before going back to Rizzoli, you 
worked in New York, too. How was worked in New York, too. How was 
your experience there?your experience there?

“In New York, I started as intern before 
becoming scout for a literary scouting 
agency, Maria B. Campbell. It’s among 
the most important in this field, if not 
the most important. This is an area of 
the publishing industry that is not well 
known, though it is very important,” 
Trevisani said. “A literary scout in the 
U.S. reads a book the moment a 
literary agent submits it to American 
editors. This means well in advance of 
its publication. At that moment, 
following a personal sensibility, the 
scout must make a decision: yes, this 
is good, or no, it's not good. If the scout 
decides it is good, they then must 
consider if it will work in other 
countries, such as Italy. When you do 
literary scouting, you must keep an 
eye on the international scene and try 
to understand if a book is only 
American or if it can work abroad, too.”

How do you decide if an Italian novel How do you decide if an Italian novel 
can be successful in a foreign market, can be successful in a foreign market, 
like the American one?like the American one?

“This is a key point. In the 
Anglo-Saxon world, the offer in terms 
of translated texts is lower. It is a 
paradox because it is a huge market,” 

Trevisani said. “Nowadays, there are 
American publishers who hire scouts 
looking for international books, too. 
If the editor can read the book in the 
original language, the acquisition 
process works much better. 
Otherwise, the editor must wait for 
the literary agent to translate a part 
of it, fall in love with that part and 
then read the full version. This is more 
complicated. Luckily, the scouts are 
pushing hard to create this worldwide 
community of readers. If it wasn’t the 
case, an entire heritage of languages 
and literatures would be lost, and that 
would be a real shame.”

According to you, why is there this According to you, why is there this 
different sensitivity today?different sensitivity today?

“I think mostly because of some 
editorial cases, specifically ‘Ferrante,’” 
Trevisani said. “When it comes to Italy 
and Italian authors, there is now more 
curiosity than before. Ferrante’s case 
has really opened up a new world.”

Could you give us an overview of Could you give us an overview of 
Italian fiction today from Rizzoli’s Italian fiction today from Rizzoli’s 
point of view?point of view?

“There are two phenomena that I find 
very interesting. On the one hand, with 
the pandemic, there is a desire for a 
non-contemporary setting. I think this 
trend will remain, perhaps because 
our contemporaneity has been 
completely turned upside down, so 
looking back is not bad,” Trevisani said. 
“On the other hand, for many years 
now, there has been an impact of 
other forms of entertainment on 
literary fiction. From a pop 
perspective, you must offer to the 
reader something different than the 
TV series do. Being able to mix action, 
introspection, and descriptions 
requires a mastery which is for few; 
only the great popular storytellers 
know how to do it. Maurizio De 
Giovanni, for example, succeeds in this 
great fresco, where, alongside the
resolution of the case, the reader can
find the comedy of characters and the 
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different tonalities of several narrative 
registers. Stefania Auci masters this 
ability, too. She wrote the story of a 
Sicilian family, the Florio. It is a saga 
that spans through part of the 19th 
and 20th centuries with sales that 
were unseen for some time. The Auci 
case shows how big the curiosity is 
for novels with a historical setting and 
very exciting characters, resembling 
those of a TV series," Trevisani said.

“Alongside these trends, there are 
great masters who are still 
producing excellent novels, such as 
Walter Siti and Michele Mari, and 
other truly well-established authors. 
For example, I loved the book Due 
Vite by Emanuele Trevi, which won the 
2021 Strega Award. This book was 
truly written in a state of grace,” 
Trevisani said.

Among the books which will be soon Among the books which will be soon 
published by Rizzoli, is there one you published by Rizzoli, is there one you 
would like to recommend?would like to recommend?

“I strongly recommend the 
non-fiction novel written by Michela 
Marzano, a philosopher and teacher in 
Paris. The title is not definitive yet, but 
it should be La Stirpe e la Vergogna. 
It will be released next fall,” Trevisani 
said. “Marzano discovered that her 
grandfather was an early fascist, a very 
convinced exponent from the earliest 
days. This past had remained buried 
for years. In this book, which is a family 
and historical exploration, 
Marzano tries to put herself in the 
shoes of her grandfather without 
taking anything for granted. Thanks to 

some documents found in her house 
in Puglia, Marzano comes to terms 
with her personal life. She 
understands that this story has 
influenced the life of her father, before 
her, and her own life. It is truly a very 
powerful book. It looks at the past to 
tell us something about ourselves 
today. This is a common feature of 
many books which have interested 
readers in the last years.” 

What is the relationship between What is the relationship between 
editor and author?editor and author?

“It starts from the assumption, 
accepted even by the greatest 
authors, that a text can be improved 
almost indefinitely. Even the greatest 
authors know that some notes can be 
improved,” Trevisani said. “The role of 
the editor is maieutic, and it varies a lot 
depending on the author he or she is 
working with. It is about being able to 
bring out the best qualities of a book 
and its language without distorting it. 
This is particularly true for debuting 
authors when the fine tuning of the 
language is being done. The editor is 
an external eye that gives you 
impressions on the text while being 
written. The dialogue with the editor 
is, thus, a counter melody for the 
greatest authors, too. In my role as 
Head of Italian Fiction, I have the duty 
to listen to what is happening 
outside, too. The publisher must 
evaluate all the potential of a text, not 

only the literary and intrinsic qualities 
but also the possibility that a book 
meets the tastes of readers in a 
specific point in time.” 

How many editorial proposals does a How many editorial proposals does a 
publishing house like Rizzoli receive?publishing house like Rizzoli receive?

“I would say dozens every day,” 
Trevisani said.

How many books does an editor read?How many books does an editor read?

“It's hard to tell as one doesn't read the 
full manuscript when it doesn't seem 
interesting. I can say though that 
when I was a scout, I used to read two 
books per week,” Trevisani said.

What is the main quality for an editor?What is the main quality for an editor?

“Freedom of judgment, I would say,” 
Trevisani said. “The editor must put 
aside his personal taste and be a 
sounding board for many types of 
readers. He must put aside the hasty 
judgment, if any, and try to freely 
enter the text. The editor must never 
be judging, but they must always try 
to listen to the text, especially when 
working for a publisher like Rizzoli 
who speaks to different audiences.”
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New ICCC New ICCC 
MembersMembers

New members

Mr. Tony Arcuri 

Mr. Alan Bruton

Mr. and Mrs. Ciaocciofera

Ms. Kelly Cox

Ms. Valeria Croatto

Mr. Itay Dafan

Mr. Jaime Forero

Ms. Suzie Gragg

Ms. Laura Hill

Mr. John Lovoi

Mr. Mauricio Marulanda

Ms. Carol Merksamer

Ms. Daniela Nuno

Mr. Damon Palmero

Ms. Wanda Pan

Ms. Pamela Poggioli

Mr. and Mrs. David Sharbak

Mr. Binod Shrestha

Ms. Sally Tabbone 

Ms. Ryanne Valentine-Siddiq

Ms. Adriana Valerio

Benvenuti! 

The ICCC wishes to welcome the 
following new members and 
invites them to stay fully engaged 
with all of the wonderful programs 
and events that the ICCC has to 
offer. 

For more information about 
becoming a member and joining 
the ICCC family, click here or 
contact Alessandra Pistone at 
accounting@iccchouston.com.

2021 ICCC Board of Directors2021 ICCC Board of Directors

Monica Ercolani
Claudia Sims

Julie Mastroianni
Margret Norton

Sandra Celli Harris

President
Vice President

Treasurer
Secretary

Assistant Secretary

Board of DirectorsBoard of Directors
Jerry Baiamonte
John M. Carrabba

Thann Rae Dauterive
Gary DeSerio

Sheila Echols-Smesny
Laura Ferro
Tracy Lalasz
Mary Milloy

Flavio Zannin

OfficersOfficers

Published six times a year (January, 
March, May, July, September and 
November) by the Italian Cultural 

& Community Center (ICCC) of 
Houston.

1101 Milford Street 
Houston, Texas 77006 

La Voce Italiana La Voce Italiana is a benefit to ICCC 
members and followers. La Voce 

Italiana can be found at  
www.iccchouston.com

For more information, please         
call 713-524-4222 ext. 4 or            

email info@iccchouston.com.        ”

“

Summer is almost over, but the 
activities at the ICCC are not! We 
had a busy summer considering the 
COVID-19 limitations. 
 
Our school program has been 
offering classes non-stop, and we have 
finally been able to resume some of 
them in person. As a matter of fact, we 
are looking for more teachers to add to 
our fantastic group since the 
demand for the Italian language is 
very high. If you are a qualified 
instructor who wants to work as an 
independent contractor and have 
a passion for working with people, 
please send your resume and cover 
letter to Erika Myers at 
programevents@iccchouston.com.

We also had well attended lectures 
and film screenings in July and 
August. The enthusiasm for Dante’s 
Inferno  class encouraged us to 
continue our journey through the 
Divina Commedia! Professor Dominic 
Aquila will start another session 
reading Dante's Purgatorio on 
September 15, 2021.
 
At the moment, all the attention of our 
staff and board members is 
concentrated on the La Dolce Vita 
Fashion Show and Luncheon 
happening on October 12th at the 
River Oaks Country Club. We are 
working very hard to make this event 
the most beautiful in town. Please visit 
our new website, and buy your ticket. 
You won’t regret it! 
 
We are excited to announce that a lot 
more is coming to the Milford House, 
the place where you can experience 
the Italian culture here in town. I 
certainly don’t have to remind you 
how difficult it has been to not only 
survive but also be able to stay open 
and offer classes and events in spite 
of all the restrictions. Nevertheless, we 
remain optimistic, and we are looking 
forward to offering more engaging 
programs and activities to our 
wonderful supporters and 
community. That’s why your 
generosity is crucial and always 
welcome. Any form of endorsement is 
extremely helpful, important, and it is 
appreciated by our team and the 
whole community. Please consider 
helping our center in any way you can.
 
Looking forward to seeing you soon at 
the Milford House. 

Grazie mille.
 
Con affetto,
Monica Ercolani 

All'ICCC (At the ICCC)All'ICCC (At the ICCC)
Cari amici,

ICCC President Monica Ercolani.ICCC President Monica Ercolani.
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https://www.eventbrite.com/e/dantes-purgatorio-tickets-161802865727?aff=ebdsoporgprofile
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https://www.eventbrite.com/e/la-dolce-vita-fashion-show-luncheon-tickets-138974491445?aff=ebdsoporgprofile
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/la-dolce-vita-fashion-show-luncheon-tickets-138974491445?aff=ebdsoporgprofile
mailto:www.iccchouston.com?subject=
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YAY! We’re back! The Daughters held 
their first in-person meeting 
Wednesday, August 11 at the ICCC.  
With a great attendance of more 
than 30 people, a ZOOM meeting was 
made available for those that could 
not attend. 

Several fundraising and volunteer 
opportunities were discussed, and the 
Daughters are anxious to get back 
into what they do best, helping others.  
Those plans include making 
Christmas baskets for the San Jose 
Clinic and baking cookies for the 
upcoming ICCC Open House.

We are looking forward to getting 
back together in September and 
continuing our plans for fund raising, 
volunteer opportunities, and social 
activities. 

If you are interested in attending any 
of our meetings or becoming a mem-
ber, we would love to have you!  

Contact Anna Messer (info below) 

to receive information on upcoming 
meetings.  

Meetings are held on the second 
Wednesday of each month at 7:00 
p.m. In the future, when in-person 
meetings resume, we guarantee 
dinner and an opportunity to make 
some wonderful new friendships.
Thank you and stay safe. 

Contact Anna Messer: 
anna4ever29@att.net or visit our 
website.

ICCC clubs and organizationsICCC clubs and organizations

By Donna Patterson | Deborah Graustein, presidentBy Donna Patterson | Deborah Graustein, president
Daughters of Italian HeritageDaughters of Italian Heritage

Daughters of Italian Heritage at their first in-person meeting at the ICCC on August 11.

https://www.facebook.com/iccchouston
https://www.instagram.com/iccc.houston/
https://twitter.com/ICCCHouston
http://www.iccchouston.com
http://www.ciaodiva.org
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October 1, 2021, Deadline… 

ICCC Board Nominations Sought 
The Italian Cultural & Community Center is seeking candidates to fill five 
upcoming vacancies on the Board of Directors.  The election will be held at 
the annual meeting of members on December 2, 2021.  Each term lasts 
three years. 

We welcome strategic thinkers who understand “the big picture” and who 
can translate ideas into actions to fulfill ICCC’s mission to advance, 
celebrate, and preserve Italian culture and heritage for everyone. 

Candidates must have the following qualities:  integrity, independence, 
confidence, corporate manners, courage, and commitment.  The 
overarching responsibilities of Board members are governance, 
fundraising, and public relations.  Board members do not have to be of 
Italian descent, but must have a passion for Italian culture    

Because we are a working board, all Board members are expected to “do 
their share” to keep ICCC advancing. 

The qualifications for Board members as listed in the ICCC Bylaws are: 
Good standing with dues current; legal resident of US; no closer than third 
cousin to any other board member; pass a background check; no 
convictions for felony, Class A or B misdemeanor, crime of moral turpitude, 
or declared to be of unsound mind by order of a court. 

ICCC is a multi-faceted organization that is in ascendency, growing by 
leaps and bounds, in scope and influence. It is more critical than ever for 
ICCC to have leaders capable of carrying forward our strategic plan with a 
vision to continue as the destination for all things Italian for all 
Houstonians.   

If you’ve got what it takes to become a valued member of the ICCC 
leadership team, please submit your application to:  Nominating 
Committee, ICCC, 1101 Milford, Houston, TX, 77006.  The deadline is 
October 1, 2021.   

Download applications at: www.iccchouston.com 

Refer questions to ICCC Executive Director Erika Myers at (713)524-4222 Ext. 
7 or ICCC Executive Director Emeritus Ray Miller at (713)524-4222 Ext. 3. 	
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Abruzzo 
Sponsored by Ray and Maureen Miller

"We have been to Italy three times, 
and we have loved it each time. From 
the friendliness of the locals to the 
amazing food and wine, we have 
relished each city. I preferred the Uffizi 
over the Louvre in Paris. The churches 
have magnifient Renaissance works 
in them. There is nothing like taking a 
gondola ride in Venice as the sun sets 
over the Grand Canal. Each place in 
Italy is unique in its culture and food."

Basilicata
Sponsored by Geo H. Lewis and 

Sons Funeral Directors

Calabria
Sponsored by Blinc by Bambilynn

Campania  
Sponsored by Dr. Joseph D'Addesio

Emilia 
Romagna

Sponsored by The Louis Ditta Family

Matera was selected a European 
Capital of Culture for 2019 and a 
UNESCO world heritage site. The 
UNESCO website states that the 
sassi of Matera represent “the 
most outstanding, intact example 
of a troglodyte settlement in the 
Mediterranean region, perfectly 
adapted to its terrain and ecosystem.” 
All you will want to do is walk around in 
awe and take pictures from different 

angles.

Calabrian food is known for being the 
spiciest of all regional cuisines. This is 
principally because of the Calabrian 
chili (pepperoncino calabrese) used in 
many dishes, and also in the celebrated 
‘nduja, which is a spicy spreadable 
sausage. In Calabria, you will find it on 

bruschetta, pizza and pasta. 

Campania has Vesuvio, an active 
volcano that towers above the 
Bay of Naples. Vesuvius famously 
erupted in 79 CE and buried Pompeii 
and Herculaneum in ash. Careful 
excavations from the mid 18th century 
on have allowed us this insight into the 
"vivid picture of society and daily life" 
of people living here at the moment 
the unprecedented eruption occurred 

over 2,000 years ago.

"What I love about Italy is the 
seemingly slow pace of life the Italians 
enjoy from day-to-day.  To be part of 
that experience throughout all of the 
regions we have visited is something 

I miss."

Friuli-Venezia 
Giulia

Sponsored by The Sims Family

"Every year, we go back to Trieste in 
the Friuli-Venezia region, where I was 
born, to reconnect with my heritage.  
We get to see family and enjoy the 
local dialect and cuisine. Trieste is a 
magical and beautiful siren’s call for 

us."

Italian Festival Flag SponsorsItalian Festival Flag Sponsors

https://www.facebook.com/iccchouston
https://www.instagram.com/iccc.houston/
https://twitter.com/ICCCHouston
http://www.iccchouston.com


The Italian Cultural & Community Center of Houston  |  1101 Milford Street, Houston, Texas 77006  |  99

Eventi     Eventi     Settembre - OttobreSettembre - Ottobre  20212021      Volume       Volume XXIXXXIX, N, Noo 5      La Voce Italiana   5      La Voce Italiana  

Italian Festival Flag SponsorsItalian Festival Flag Sponsors

"Though I have never personally 
visited Italy, by what I have seen and 
read, the landscape and structures 
are mostly still original even where 
my ancestors lived! To me, that is very 
important! One day, I plan on visiting 

that wonderful country!"

Liguria
Sponsored by The Jack Varcados 

Family

Lombardia
Sponsored by Controlled Air Services

Le Marche
Sponsored by Livia Bornigia and Carl 

Scott

Piemonte
Sponsored by Greg and Terri Ebel

Liguria is the rather small crescent-
shaped region, underneath Piemonte 
bordering France, forming a 
continuation of the French Riviera, thus 
earning this region the title of Italian 
Riviera. The Italian Riviera is a strip 
of land of uncontaminated beaches 
with crystal clear waters, breathtaking 
views, houses perched on the coast or 
in the mountains, timeless castles and 
amazing food made of local healthy 

and tasty ingredients.

Le Marche’s unique position and 
proximity sharing so many regional 
borders, is a significant part of the 
regional identity. This characterization 
is reflected in the name of the region 
itself. A marca or "march" is a term 
that harks back to the medieval period 
meaning a "borderland." These areas 
contrasted with "heartlands" and 
were often used as a buffer zone, for 
example, the marches could warn of 
military advances or be used for trade 

negotiations.

Torino was Italy’s first capital city 
after the country's unification in 1861 
and remained so until 1864. There is 
a 30 room museum dedicated to the 
unification of Italy. Today, Torino is the 
4th largest city in Italy and the capital 

of the Region of Piemonte.

Puglia
Sponsored by Trioani Law Firm

"Italy is a magical place steeped in 
beauty and history that is anchored by 
its tight knit communities. As a tribute 
to my father Pasquale (Pat) Troiani, his 
father (Pietro) and our community, we 
are blessed to sponsor the Pugliese 
flag and to have our youngest enrolled 
in Italian language classes at the ICCC 

since a very young age."  

Sardegna
Sponsored by The Parish Family

Sardinia is one of the places where 
people live the longest in the world.
In fact, it’s one of the only five “Blue 
Zones” in the world, areas where 
inhabitants often reach the old age 
of 100 years. From 1996 to 2016, there 
were 20 people aged 100 years old or 
older on the island. In 2020, it has the 
highest rate of centenarians in the 
world: 22 centenarians per 100,000 

inhabitants.
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Sicilia
Sponsored by Clint and Joanna 

Porche

Toscana
Sponsored by The Coselli Family

Trentino-Alto 
Adige

Sponsored by David DeVido

"There is so much about Italy to love.  
The food and wine are on the top of 
the list, but what I enjoyed the most 
was visiting my hometown in Sicily. It 
was like stepping back in time as you 
could see children outside playing or 
just sitting on the stoop outside homes 
talking.  Most of all, the beautiful 

countryside is breathtaking!"

When Italy was unified in 1861, Tuscan 
became the "official" language of Italy. 
Thus, in addition to the geographical 
position of Tuscany strategically 
placed between the north and the 
south in the "heart" of the country, 
there are historical and specifically 
linguistic reasons for why we make 
Tuscany the "representation" of Italy. 

The Dolomites are the “mountain 
group lying in the eastern section of 
the northern Italian Alps,”  according 
to Encyclopedia Britannica. They 
are a UNESCO world heritage site 
because they are “the most attractive 
mountain landscapes in the world.” 
Another distinguishing factor is 
the "geomorphology"  as they are 
composed of “light-coloured dolomitic 
limestone, which erosion has carved 

into grotesque shapes.”

Valle D'Aosta
Sponsored by Thann Dauterive and 

Urs Rathgeb

Veneto
Sponsored by The Furlan and 

Echeverria Families

Umbria
Sponsored by The Benigno Family

"One of our fondest memories of our 
travels to Italy was our visit to Siena. 
Every July 2nd and August 16th in the 
Piazza del Campo, tens of thousands 
of spectators cheer on jockeys dressed 
in bright colors riding bareback 
around the square’s perimeter at 
thundering speeds. Our son and his 
wife traveled to Italy a few years ago 
and were fascinated by the centuries-
old horse race competition, so much 
so that they named their daughter 
“Siena Marie” in honor of the city that 
had captivated them on their travels."

"We are proud to sponsor this flag in 
memory of our father, James Erminio 
Furlan, who was born in Volpago del 
Montello, just north of Venice, and in 
memory of all our Furlan and Marinello 

family members in Italy."

Valle d'Aosta is the smallest and least 
densely populated region in Italy. It 
is an Alpine valley tucked away in 
the Northwest Italian Alps bordering 
France and Switzerland. This tiny 
region is also the only region in Italy 
that is not divided into provinces. Valle 

d'Aosta is a bilingual region.

Italian Festival Flag SponsorsItalian Festival Flag Sponsors

https://www.facebook.com/iccchouston
https://www.instagram.com/iccc.houston/
https://twitter.com/ICCCHouston
http://www.iccchouston.com
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Artichoke 
Booth

Sponsored by Nancy and Bill Brown

Eggplant/ 
Green Beans

Sponsored by The Greco Family

"There are so many reasons I fell in love 
with Italy.  Maybe it is my heritage or 
the sheer beauty and enchantment of 
the countryside and the cities I visited. 
I found in the landscape, the people 
and the food!  The history of Rome, 
the hills of Tuscany and the cliffs of 
the Amalfi Coast left me in awe and 
wanting to see and experience more!"

"What I miss most about Italy is 
visiting old friends and relatives and 
sharing food and wine, taking the 
"passeggiata," seeing cats lazing on 
windowsills, espresso with a fresh 
"sfogliatelle" in the morning, enjoying 
a relaxing aperitivo at sunset, smells 
of the market stalls selling food in 
the piazza and the view of Vesuvius 

looming over the Bay of Naples."

La Piccola 
Cucina

Sponsored by Pelletizer Knives Inc.

Sounds and 
Light

Sponsored by Carolyn Panebianco

"My family traveled to Italy for the first 
time in 2019. We traveled to Northern 
Italy from Rome and covered Florence, 
Venice and many little cites on hilltops. 
Our next trip will be to Southern Italy. 
I have traveled for business to over 20 
countries and Italy is rated at the top 
because of the local people, food, and 
history. Being of Italian descent, it was 
an experience that touches your soul 

unlike other countries."

"I am always overwhelmed by the 
warmth and generosity of everyone I 
encounter in whichever part of Italy I 
visit.  Of course, my favorite thing there, 
and what I miss when I return, is the 
gelato and the cuisine (in particular, 
its freshness).  I truly love the history 
of Italy and learning and experiencing 

that when I'm there."

Volunteer 
Check-in

Sponsored by ICCC Board and 
Executive Director

Italian Sausage 
Booth

Sponsored by Unite

Italian Market

Sponsored by Italy in America

Italian Festival Booth SponsorsItalian Festival Booth Sponsors
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Italian Festival Booth SponsorsItalian Festival Booth Sponsors

Meatball 
Sandwich

Sponsored by Daughters of Italian 
Heritage

I Madonnari 
Art 

Sponsored by ICCC Board and 
Executive Director

The Italian Cultural & Community Center would like to thank our virtual 
festival sponsors who have committed to this year's virtual Italian 
Regional Flag, Booth, and Event Ceremonies. We greatly appreciate your 
continued support of our beloved festival traditions and the mission of 
the ICCC.

Credit: If you’d like to read more about each of the Italian region’s, visit 
Samantha Hardin’s blog or follow her on Instagram @regionsofitaly. 
Thank you for letting us use content from your blog!

We still have $500 and $1,500 sponsorships available for our virtual Italian 
Regional Flag, Booth, and Event Ceremonies. Your sponsorship will be 
featured for the rest of this year in La Voce, on the ICCC website and 
on social media. Please email info@iccchouston.com or accounting@
iccchouston.com if you are interested.

Grazie Mille!

Wine Events
Sponsored by Giorgio Caflisch, Texas 

Wine School

Tarantella 
Dancers

Sponsored by Greg and Terri Ebel

https://www.facebook.com/iccchouston
https://www.instagram.com/iccc.houston/
https://twitter.com/ICCCHouston
http://www.iccchouston.com
http://www.regionsofitaly.com
https://www.instagram.com/regionsofitaly/?hl=en
mailto:info%40iccchouston.com?subject=
mailto:accounting%40iccchouston.com?subject=
mailto:accounting%40iccchouston.com?subject=
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Italian Language Classes - Full ScheduleItalian Language Classes - Full Schedule

ONLINE CLASS | Italian PronunciationONLINE CLASS | Italian Pronunciation

Practice your Italian pronunciation with us! We will 
focus on phonetics, pronunciation, and Italian culture! 
This is an intermediate level course. Classes will be 
held online.

Thursdays | Sept. 2 to Sept. 23, 2021 | 4 to 5:30 PM

$120 for ICCC Members | $135 for Non-members

Click HERE to register

Join us every Wednesday in September to read 
Dante's Purgatorio and discover his encounters with 
significant figures he meets on his climb up Mount 
Purgatory. 

Wednesdays | Sept. 15 to Oct. 6, 2021 | 7 to 8:30 PM

$100 for ICCC Members | $125 for Non-members

Click HERE to register

IN-PERSON CLASS | Dante's PurgatorioIN-PERSON CLASS | Dante's Purgatorio

Italian for BeginnersItalian for BeginnersIN-PERSON CLASS | Italian for TravelersIN-PERSON CLASS | Italian for Travelers

Are you planning to travel to Italy soon or in the 
future? Join our Italian for travelers class to help you 
learn essential Italian words and phrases that will help 
you get around!

Wednesdays | Sept. 16 to Oct. 21, 2021 | 10 AM to 12 PM

$247.50 for ICCC Members | $275 for Non-members

Click HERE to register

Join our online or in-person beginners class and learn 
the basics of the beautiful Italian language.

ONLINE | Mondays | Oct. 11 to Nov. 22, 2021 | 4 to 6 PM

Click HERE to register

IN-PERSON | Tuesdays | Oct. 26 to Dec. 7, 2021 | 10 AM 
to 12 PM

Click HERE to register

$202.50 for ICCC Members | $225 for Non-members

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/italian-pronunciation-for-intermediate-level-tickets-163886375561?aff=ebdsoporgprofile
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/italian-pronunciation-for-intermediate-level-tickets-163886375561?aff=ebdsoporgprofile
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/italian-for-travelers-class-tickets-163910287081?aff=ebdsoporgprofile
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/dantes-purgatorio-tickets-161802865727?aff=ebdsoporgprofile
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/italian-for-travelers-class-tickets-163910287081?aff=ebdsoporgprofile
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/italian-for-beginners-a1s1-online-class-tickets-168154202747?aff=ebdsoporgprofile
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/italian-for-beginners-a1s1-in-person-class-tickets-168640984725?aff=ebdsoporgprofile
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/dantes-purgatorio-tickets-161802865727?aff=ebdsoporgprofile
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/italian-for-beginners-a1s1-in-person-class-tickets-168640984725?aff=ebdsoporgprofile


 
SETTEMBRE 2021

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2
Italian 

Pronunciation
for Intermediate 

Level

4 - 5:30 PM

3 4

5 6 7 8
Italian for 

Beginners - A1S1

9 - 11 AM

9 10 11

12 13 14 15
Dante's Purgatorio

with Professor
Dominic Aquila

7 - 8:30 PM

16

Italian for Travelers

10 AM - 12 PM

17 18

19 20 21

Board Meeting

6:30 PM

22 23 24 25

26 27 28 29 30

The health and safety of our members, visitors, and staff are our top priority. We will continue to monitor the situation closely and follow the 
guidelines issued by CDC, the Houston Health Department, as well as local, state and federal authorities. Note that the in-person events listed 
below might be canceled if an executive order issued by the City of Houston prohibits gatherings. If the event proceeds, we will make sure to 

welcome you safely.

Italian Pronunciation for Intermediate Level Italian Pronunciation for Intermediate Level 
Practice your Italian pronunciation with us! We will focus 
on phonetics, pronunciation, and Italian culture! This is an 
intermediate level course. Classes will be held online.

Time: Every Thursday from September 2 to September 23 from 4 
to 5:30 PM 
Price: $120 for Members and $135 for Non-Members 
Place: OnlinePlace: Online

Italian for Beginners - A1S1Italian for Beginners - A1S1
Join our in-person beginners class and learn the basics of the 
beautiful Italian language.

Time: Every Wednesday from September 8 to October 20 from 9 
AM to 11 AM
Price: $202.50 for Members and $225 for Non-Members 
Place: ICCC Houston*Place: ICCC Houston*

Dante's Purgatorio with Professor Dominic AquilaDante's Purgatorio with Professor Dominic Aquila
Over the course of 4 weeks, we will read the entire Purgatorio 
in translation, focusing on Dante’s encounters with significant 
figures he meets on his climb up Mount Purgatory accompanied 
by his beloved Virgil and Beatrice.

The arts figure prominently in Purgatorio, and Purgatorio, in turn, 
inspired the work of many composers, writers, and visual artists. 
Among those that we will consider in this course are Franz Liszt, 
Thomas Merton, Gustave Doré, Dante Gabriel Rossetti, and William 
Blake.

Dominic Aquila is a tenured professor of history and director of 
assessment and institutional effectiveness at the University of 
St. Thomas in Houston, Texas. His article, "Purgatorio: A Liturgy 
of Forgiveness and Restoration" recently appeared in the book, 
Dante and the Other: A Phenomenology of Love. Later this year, 
Ave Maria Press is bringing out Professor Aquila’s book, The Church 
and the Age of Enlightenment (1648-1815): Faith, Science, and the 
Challenge of Secularism. 

Time: Every Wednesday, from September 15 to October 6  from 7 
to 8:30 PM
Price: $100 for Members and $125 for Non-Members
Place: ICCC Houston*Place: ICCC Houston*

Italian for TravelersItalian for Travelers
With this introductory Italian language class you will learn essential 
words and phrases that will help you get around. This course 
will focus on how to approach people and ask simple questions 
on touring the city, dining out, shopping, and much more. Role-
playing and basic conversation are also part of this class.
The class is designed for beginner students who are specifically 
interested in acquiring basic communication skills. 

Time: Every Thursday from September 16 to October 21 from 10 AM 
to 12 PM 
Price: $247.50 for Members and $275 for Non-Members 
Place: ICCC Houston*Place: ICCC Houston*

*If you are fully vaccinated, masks are optional. *If you are fully vaccinated, masks are optional. 
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https://www.eventbrite.com/e/italian-pronunciation-for-intermediate-level-tickets-163886375561?aff=ebdsoporgprofile
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/italian-pronunciation-for-intermediate-level-tickets-163886375561?aff=ebdsoporgprofile
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/italian-pronunciation-for-intermediate-level-tickets-163886375561?aff=ebdsoporgprofile
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/italian-pronunciation-for-intermediate-level-tickets-163886375561?aff=ebdsoporgprofile
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/italian-pronunciation-for-intermediate-level-tickets-163886375561?aff=ebdsoporgprofile
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/italian-pronunciation-for-intermediate-level-tickets-163886375561?aff=ebdsoporgprofile
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/italian-for-beginners-a1s1-in-person-class-tickets-165278260727?aff=ebdsoporgprofile
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/italian-for-beginners-a1s1-in-person-class-tickets-165278260727?aff=ebdsoporgprofile
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/italian-for-beginners-a1s1-in-person-class-tickets-165278260727?aff=ebdsoporgprofile
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/italian-for-beginners-a1s1-in-person-class-tickets-165278260727?aff=ebdsoporgprofile
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/dantes-purgatorio-tickets-161802865727?aff=ebdsoporgprofile
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/dantes-purgatorio-tickets-161802865727?aff=ebdsoporgprofile
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/dantes-purgatorio-tickets-161802865727?aff=ebdsoporgprofile
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/dantes-purgatorio-tickets-161802865727?aff=ebdsoporgprofile
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/dantes-purgatorio-tickets-161802865727?aff=ebdsoporgprofile
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/dantes-purgatorio-tickets-161802865727?aff=ebdsoporgprofile
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/italian-for-travelers-class-tickets-163910287081?aff=ebdsoporgprofile
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/italian-for-travelers-class-tickets-163910287081?aff=ebdsoporgprofile
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/italian-for-travelers-class-tickets-163910287081?aff=ebdsoporgprofile
https://www.facebook.com/iccchouston
https://www.instagram.com/iccc.houston/
https://twitter.com/ICCCHouston
http://www.iccchouston.com
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OTTOBRE 2021
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2

3 4 5 6 7 8 9

10 11
Italian for 

Beginners - A1S1 
(Online)

4 - 6 PM

12
La Dolce Vita 

Fashion Show &
Luncheon

11:30 AM - 2 PM

13 14 15 16

17 18 19
Aperitivo Italiano:

Wines of 
The Apennines

7 - 8 PM

20 21 22 23

24 25 26 

Italian for 
Beginners - A1S1

(In-person)

10 AM - 12 PM

27 28 29 30

The health and safety of our members, visitors, and staff are our top priority. We will continue to monitor the situation closely and follow the 
guidelines issued by CDC, the Houston Health Department, as well as local, state and federal authorities. Note that the in-person events listed 
below might be canceled if an executive order issued by the City of Houston prohibits gatherings. If the event proceeds, we will make sure to 

welcome you safely. 
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Italian for Beginners - A1S1 (Online)Italian for Beginners - A1S1 (Online)
Join our in-person beginners class and learn the basics of the 
beautiful Italian language.

Time: Every Monday from October 11 to November 22 from 4 to 6 
PM
Price: $202.50 for Members and $225 for Non-Members 
Place: OnlinePlace: Online

La Dolce Vita Fashion Show & LuncheonLa Dolce Vita Fashion Show & Luncheon
Join us for the second annual Italian Cultural & Community Center 
Fashion Show and Luncheon. This year’s theme, “La Dolce Vita”, 
will celebrate Italian culture, creativity, and couture.

On October 12th, 2021, we will transform the ballroom of the 
River Oaks Country Club into an Italian runway worthy of any 
fashionista’s attention! We will showcase Italian designs provided 
by Neiman Marcus, with a special feature on Guest of Honor Victor 
Costa. There will also be a wine pull, a shopping experience, a raffle 
which includes a beautiful piece of jewelry from Valobra Master 
Jewelers and an auction including a weekend in a new Ferrari 
Roma donated by Ferrari of Houston!

Since 2000, the Italian Cultural & Community Center of Houston 
has granted over $240,000 in scholarships to college students. With 
this special event we hope to expand the scholarship program by 
creating more opportunities for students to enjoy college to the 
fullest. This event will also raise funds towards a recent scholarship 
program for students currently enrolled at a college or university in 
the greater Houston area who are participating in a study abroad 
program in Italy.

With your support of the 2021 ICCC Fashion Show & Luncheon, you 
are helping inspire young bright students to achieve their dreams! 

Time: Tuesday, October 12, 2021 from 11:30 AM to 2 PM
Price: $250 - $10,000
Place: River Oaks Country Club | 1600 River Oaks Boulevard Place: River Oaks Country Club | 1600 River Oaks Boulevard 
Houston, TX 77019*Houston, TX 77019*

Aperitivo Italiano: Wines of The Apennines Aperitivo Italiano: Wines of The Apennines 
An Aperitivo is joyous and mood-lifting, it relaxes you after a day 
of work or prepares you for the night to come. Aperitivo, with its 
cheerful yet elegant nature, is a staple in Italy and has been getting 
more and more appreciated around the world. Join us on October 
19 at the Milford House to taste four Italian wines from the Central 
regions of Italy accompanied by small bites Italian-style.

Time: Tuesday, October 19 from 7 to 8 PM
Price: $30 for Members and $35 for Non-Members 
Place: ICCC Houston*Place: ICCC Houston*

Italian for Beginners - A1S1 (In-person)Italian for Beginners - A1S1 (In-person)
Join our in-person beginners class and learn the basics of the 
beautiful Italian language.

Time: Every Tuesday from October 26 to December 7 from 10 AM 
to 12 PM
Price: $202.50 for Members and $225 for Non-Members 
Place: ICCC Houston*Place: ICCC Houston*

*If you are fully vaccinated, masks are optional.*If you are fully vaccinated, masks are optional.

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/italian-for-beginners-a1s1-online-class-tickets-168154202747?aff=ebdsoporgprofile
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/italian-for-beginners-a1s1-online-class-tickets-168154202747?aff=ebdsoporgprofile
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/italian-for-beginners-a1s1-online-class-tickets-168154202747?aff=ebdsoporgprofile
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/italian-for-beginners-a1s1-online-class-tickets-168154202747?aff=ebdsoporgprofile
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/italian-for-beginners-a1s1-online-class-tickets-168154202747?aff=ebdsoporgprofile
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/la-dolce-vita-fashion-show-luncheon-tickets-138974491445?aff=ebdsoporgprofile
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/la-dolce-vita-fashion-show-luncheon-tickets-138974491445?aff=ebdsoporgprofile
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/la-dolce-vita-fashion-show-luncheon-tickets-138974491445?aff=ebdsoporgprofile
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/la-dolce-vita-fashion-show-luncheon-tickets-138974491445?aff=ebdsoporgprofile
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/aperitivo-italiano-wines-of-the-apennines-tickets-168486131555?aff=ebdsoporgprofile
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/aperitivo-italiano-wines-of-the-apennines-tickets-168486131555?aff=ebdsoporgprofile
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/aperitivo-italiano-wines-of-the-apennines-tickets-168486131555?aff=ebdsoporgprofile
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/aperitivo-italiano-wines-of-the-apennines-tickets-168486131555?aff=ebdsoporgprofile
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/aperitivo-italiano-wines-of-the-apennines-tickets-168486131555?aff=ebdsoporgprofile
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/italian-for-beginners-a1s1-in-person-class-tickets-168640984725?aff=ebdsoporgprofile
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/italian-for-beginners-a1s1-in-person-class-tickets-168640984725?aff=ebdsoporgprofile
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/italian-for-beginners-a1s1-in-person-class-tickets-168640984725?aff=ebdsoporgprofile
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/italian-for-beginners-a1s1-in-person-class-tickets-168640984725?aff=ebdsoporgprofile
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/italian-for-beginners-a1s1-in-person-class-tickets-168640984725?aff=ebdsoporgprofile
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Aperitivo in LockdownAperitivo in Lockdown
By Molly Martin | By Molly Martin | Italics MagazineItalics Magazine

Throughout Italy, early evenings are as 
lively a time as any. Clinking glasses, 
chatter and small plates of delicious 
food signal aperitivo hour. Aperitivo 
typically occurs prior to dinner as a 
time to catch up with friends or as a 
much-needed shopping break. Either 
way, the most important component 
of Italy’s version of happy hour is 
quality time spent together. Bars and 
patios are crowded with Italians of all 
ages, as aperitivo is the place to be and 
be seen. The Italian staple, 
however, has experienced a 
profound shift this year in response to 
the Covid-19 pandemic. Despite the 
changes and obstacles, Italians have 
found creative and innovative ways of 
toasting and connecting with one 
another.

Aperitivo in Italy and worldwideAperitivo in Italy and worldwide

The practice of what we know today as 
aperitivo has a few different 
supposed roots of origin. The ritual 
apparently dates back to the Romans 
who indulged in a gustatio before 
dinner, tasting luscious wines and 

foods before banquets. Appropriately, 
the founders of some of Italy’s most 
popular liquors were also 
instrumental in the creation of the 
aperitivo hour. Allegedly, the creator of 
vermouth, Antonio Benedetto 
Carpano, started the aperitivo 
tradition in 18th century Turin. A 
proponent of the pre-dinner tipple, 
King Vittorio Emanuele would later go 
on to enjoy Carpano’s beverage before 
his own meals, proving that this habit 
was even fit for a king. Original 
distiller of Campari liquor, Gaspare 
Campari, and creator of the Negroni 
cocktail, Count Camillo Negroni, were 
also supposed enthusiasts of the 
happy hour drink. To this day, 
vermouth, Campari and Negroni are 
listed on every aperitivo menu in Italy.

Not to be confused with the French 
apéritif, Italian aperitivo is typically a 
dry, bitter drink with a variety of salty 
snacks. These snacks range from chips 
or peanuts on the bar to small panini 
and bowls of pasta. They are 
provided in ‘serve yourself’ buffet style, 
and often drinks are offered at a 
reduced price. The intent is to whet 
your appetite in preparation for 
dinner while spending some quality 
time with friends. The different 
regions put their own spin and flair on 
aperitivo. For example, in the 
northern regions prosecco and drinks 
with Campari are particularly popular, 
oftentimes served with cold cuts and 
bruschetta or fries. Central regions 
such as Tuscany and Emilia-
Romagna favor the Negroni cocktail, 
and in southern Italy, local products 
are featured in the form of taralli, 
pecorino cheese and salami.

The aperitivo concept is enjoyed the 
world over. In Korea, happy hours 
usually take place in a karaoke bar and 
are much rowdier than their 
Italian counterparts’s gatherings. 
Turkish functions occur after work, the 
Irish make sure to offer rounds to their 
friends, and in Hungary it is customary 
to not to clink glasses together during 

a toast, as this is highly offensive. Like 
in Italy, the aperitivo is a quintessential 
part of daily life, a moment for pausa 
and good company.

Toasting from homeToasting from home

The Covid-19 pandemic this year has 
clearly been devastating to every 
aspect of life, including the aperitivo 
culture in Italy. The Italian health 
authorities placed restrictions on bars 
and restaurants in order to mitigate 
risk. Some towns have instituted 
‘anti-aperitivo’ ordinances to 
discourage gatherings. Aperitivo, 
unfortunately, is a prime opportunity 
for exposure to and contraction of 
disease with community plates and 
buffet-style dining, not to mention the 
large congregations of people.

However, a pandemic could not stop 
Italians from enjoying a cocktail and 
snacks in true aperitivo-fashion — 
even from home. Some invited close 
friends or family over to partake in a 
happy hour, others chose to 
virtually ape with loved ones. Balcony 
and patio drinks also became popular 
alternatives to hitting the bar before 
dinner, and restaurants created 
aperitivo a domicilio (aperitivo at 
home) kits. In keeping with the theme 
of this year, one cocktail in particular 
has been especially trendy: the 
Quarantini. It seems that there are 
different recipes for the drink 
involving vodka, gin, lemon or 
bourbon, but the key ingredient is self
isolation.

As the year winds down and folks 
prepare for the holidays, it is difficult 
to abstain from a gift shopping break 
replete with cocktails and snacks. The 
pre-Christmas dinner aperitivo with 
friends will be sorely missed this year, 
as will any New Years Eve happy hours. 
The Negroni will have to be enjoyed 
from home at a safe distance as we 
toast to 2021 and all the ape’s it is sure 
to bring —   cin cin!

Venetian aperitivo pre-Covid. Suzanne Emily 
O'Connor, via Unsplash images.

Despite the changes and obstacles 
of the pandemic, Italians have found 
innovative ways of toasting and 
connecting with one another.
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Aperitivo Italiano: Wines of the ApenninesAperitivo Italiano: Wines of the Apennines
By the ICCC TeamBy the ICCC Team
An Aperitivo is joyous and mood-
lifting; it relaxes you after a day of work 
or prepares you for the night to come. 
Aperitivo, with its cheerful yet elegant 
nature, is a staple in Italy and has been 
getting more appreciated around the 
world.

Join us on October 19 to taste four 
Italian wines of the Apennines 
accompanied by Italian-styled small 
bites. The event will be presented by 
General Manager of Vinology 
Riccardo Guerrieri. Riccardo and the 
team at Vinology love sharing these 
phenomenal wines with Houstonians 
through special weekly seminars and 
tastings.

https://italicsmag.com/2020/12/27/aperitivo-in-lockdown/
https://www.facebook.com/iccchouston
https://www.instagram.com/iccc.houston/
https://twitter.com/ICCCHouston
http://www.iccchouston.com
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/aperitivo-italiano-wines-of-the-apennines-tickets-168486131555?aff=ebdsoporgprofile
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/aperitivo-italiano-wines-of-the-apennines-tickets-168486131555?aff=ebdsoporgprofile
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In cucina con gli italianiIn cucina con gli italiani

IngredientsIngredients
14oz (400g) dried or fresh cavatelli pasta 
3 pork and fennel sausages
Extra virgin olive oil 
1/2 cup red wine
1 tin (440g) good quality peeled tomatoes (e.g. Mutti)
1/2 teaspoon powdered cinnamon 
Good pinch of dried chilli flakes
2/3 cup frozen peas 
Grated parmesan cheese to serve  
Fresh parsley or mint leaves, chopped, to serve 

Cavatelli with Sausages, Peas and CinnamonCavatelli with Sausages, Peas and Cinnamon
Recipe by Recipe by Paola BacchiaPaola Bacchia

PreparationPreparation
Remove the casings from the 
sausages, and break up the meat into 
chunks. 

Add a glug of olive oil to a 
medium-sized frying pan on 
medium high, and add the sausage 
pieces. Cook the sausage for about 
eight minutes until the meat has 
cooked through, stirring every minute 
or so, and then add the wine. Let that 
cook off for a couple of minutes, and 
then sprinkle on the cinnamon, the 
chilli flakes and the tin of tomatoes. 

Turn the heat down to medium low, 
and allow it to simmer before adding 
the peas. Stir them through, and then 
cook them for another ten or so 

minutes. If the sauce starts to look a 
bit thick, dilute it with a bit of pasta 
cooking water (see below). 

Bring a large pot of salted water to the 
boil, and cook the pasta until just 
before it is done to your liking. Set 
aside half a cup of cooking water 
before draining the pasta in a 
colander. 

Add the drained pasta to the frying 
pan with the sauce, and allow it to cook 
on medium heat for another minute, 
stirring the contents of the pan so that 
the sauce covers the pasta, and 
adding a bit of the cooking water that 
you have set aside, if needed. 

Taste and adjust the salt if needed.  

Serve sprinkled with grated parmesan 
cheese and some fresh parsley or mint 
leaves.  

Pair it with: Cestello di Cigognola 2013 Moratti Rose Brut Nature Pinot NeroPair it with: Cestello di Cigognola 2013 Moratti Rose Brut Nature Pinot Nero
By By WinewithstoriesWinewithstories

"Red berry, violet and brioche 
aromas waft out of the glass on 
this lovely, dry Metodo Classico. 
Loaded with finesse and flavor, 

it features juicy strawberry, 
pomegranate, vanilla and a 
yeasty hint of bread dough 

alongside a silky perlage. Bright 
acidity keeps it remarkably fresh 

and youthful."
-Kerin O'Keefe

Castello di Cigognola Moratti Rose 
Brut Nature Pinot Nero, a vintage 2013 
wine, is an Italian Pinot Noir sparkling 
wine from Oltrepo Palvese in the 
Lombardia region. Made in the 
Castello di Cigognola winery, it uses 
100% Pinot Noir grapes grown in 
guyot soils.

This wine has an exquisite pale pink 
color with reflections between 
raspberry and salmon. It has a fresh 
nose of flowers and red fruits: 
raspberry, strawberry, cherry and red 
currant. In the mouth, the attack is 
decisive with notes of red fruits, wild 
strawberries, cherries and pink 
grapefruit. It feels soft and delicate in 
the mouth.  

This is is a very complex and 
structured Rosé Champenoise with a 
very balancing and fresh acidity.

This is a bone-dry, precise wine that 

combines pristine fruit, vibrancy and 
knife-like precision.

http://italyonmymind.com.au/cavatelli-with-sausages-peas-and-cinnamon/
http://italyonmymind.com.au/cavatelli-with-sausages-peas-and-cinnamon/
https://wineswithstories.com/product/castello-di-cigognola-oltrepo-pavese-champenoise-blanc-de-noir-d-o-c-g-cuvee-more-brut-nv/
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ICCC Staff DirectoryICCC Staff Directory

Erika Myers Erika Myers 
Executive Director 
713-524-4222 ext. 7 

programevents@iccchouston.com

Alessandra Pistone Alessandra Pistone 
Business Director 

713-524-4222 ext. 6 
accounting@iccchouston.com

School School 
713-524-4222 ext. 2 

school@iccchouston.com

Ray Miller Ray Miller 
Executive Director Emeritus 

713-524-4222 ext. 3 
info@iccchouston.com

Have any comments or suggestions for us?  Have any comments or suggestions for us?  
Send them to Send them to marketing@iccchouston.com.marketing@iccchouston.com.

RISTORANTE ITALIANO

Party Trays • Catering • Private Parties

813 Jackson Hill • Houston, TX 77007
713.863.8223

St. Thomas High - Class of 1953

Controlled
Air
Heating and Cooling

Since 1958
Messina Family

713.861.6570
www.controlledairhvac.com

TACL B015848E

National Terrazzo 
Tile & Marble, Inc.
5728 Hood Street • Houston, Texas 77023
713.923.8600 • 800.926.2725
Fax: 713.923.1043

Specializing in Terrazzo, Granite, Marble, Stone, 
and Ceramic Tile for Fabrication and Installation.

The Federation thanks National Terrazzo for donating 
our beautiful flooring!

Victor J. Longo, 
Esq.

President

Ann Caliva Longo
Class of  1959
Incarnate Word Academy
Incarnate Word Academy
Educational Excellence since 1873

Victor J. Longo
Class of  1985
St. Thomas High School

Jason Keyser
Class of  1994
St. Thomas High School
St. Thomas High School
Educational Excellence since 1900
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As we look forward to the rest of 2021, we mark with pride, achievements and promise to continue As we look forward to the rest of 2021, we mark with pride, achievements and promise to continue 
improving the Italian Cultural & Community Center as we fulf ill our mission to advance, celebrate, improving the Italian Cultural & Community Center as we fulf ill our mission to advance, celebrate, 

and preserve Italian culture for all Houstonians, and continue to place the ICCC on the city's and preserve Italian culture for all Houstonians, and continue to place the ICCC on the city's 
culture map. We thank you for your continued support. culture map. We thank you for your continued support. 

Thank you to the following major donors for supporting the ICCC.Thank you to the following major donors for supporting the ICCC.
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